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For immediate release Contact: Greg Donley, ext 263 

March 17, 1997 Film info line: ext. 465 


THREE PRIZE-WINNING FILMS BY ITALIAN DIRECTOR GIANNI AMELIO 
ARE FEATURED AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 


(Cleveland, Ohio) In a short April film series. Three by Amelio, the Cleveland Museum 
of Art offers three movies by one of the \vorld’s major filmmakers. “Gianni Amelio (b. 
1945) is not yet a household name in America, but he is one of Italy’s most respected and 
honored filmmakers,” says film program coordinator John Ewing. Each of his last three 
films has won the coveted “Felix” award (Europe’s version of the Oscar) for European Film 
of the Year, a feat unique in the history of this prize; no other country has won this award 
three times, to say nothing of a single director. In this series we present all three of 
Amelio’s prizewinners, each of which harks back to Italy’s great tradition of political 
thrillers and neorealist social dramas: Open Doors (April 13), Stolen Children (April 20), 
and Lamerica (April 27). Each film $5, CMA members $4. 


Sunday, April 13, 3:30 Open Doors (Italy, 
1990, color, subtitles, 16mm, 108 min.) 
Directed by Gianni Amelio, with Gian 
Maria Volonte. A compassionate judge in 
Mussolini’s Italy ruffles feathers when he 
explores the dark political, ethical, and 
psychological underpinnings of what seems 
to be an open-and-shut case involving a 
mass murderer. Winner of numerous prizes, 
including Italy’s di Donatello award for 
Best Film of the Year. 


Sunday, April 20, 3:30 Stolen Children 
(Italy, 1992, color, subtitles, 16mm, 110 
min.) Directed by Gianni Amelio, with 
Enrico Lo Verso. Moving, emotional saga 
about a compassionate young police officer 
escorting an 11 -year-old girl and her 
younger brother to a foster home. “Flaw- 
less.” -Janet Maslin, The New York Times. 

Sunday, April 27, 3:30 Lamerica (Italy, 
1995, color, subtitles, 35mm, 120 min.) 
Directed by Gianni Amelio, with Enrico Lo 
Verso and Michele Placido. An unscrupu- 
lous Italian businessman tries to make a 
killing in corrupt, chaotic, post-Communist 
Albania. A remarkable, eye-opening film. 
Scope print! 
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